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Why should Differentiate our classrooms? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the main 
differences among 

students? 





In PREASSESMENT, we collect 
information about WHAT: 

 Students already know and can do 

 They do not know and cannot do 

 Interests them 

 Related experiences they have had 

 Learning styles work best for them. 



Knowledge Rating Scale 

Our knowledge of Differentiation 



ENTRANCE/EXIT CARDS  
 
 A small index card with a 

displayed sentence or short 

paragraph which shares a 

specific idea that will be 

taught during the unit 

displayed in the room. 

Main advantage 
Short amount of 
time required to 
prepare the 
materials and 
analyze the data 
once collected.  

Students are  
asked to 

 respond to 



ENTRANCE/EXIT CARDS 

 

ENTRANCE CARD 
 

 “What is decimal number? Give me an 
example.”  

These responses 
can help a teacher 
determine where 
to begin the 
learning sequence 
and can inform 
initial groupings 
of students.  EXIT CARD 

Maria was absent from school today. Briefly 
describe: 
 

  What she missed in our lesson about 
defining decimal numbers  

 

 and how we read and write a decimal 
number. 



ACTIVITY 
 Complete the Learning Style Inventory 

 

 Exchange your learning style’s inventory with a partner 
and identify that partner’s learning style as defined by 
the inventory. 

 

 With your partners discuss if you feel the inventory 
has correctly assessed what you feel is your best 
learning style(s). 



The process of Differentiation 



“In differentiated classrooms, teachers begin where 
students are, not the front of a curriculum guide.” 
 

   Carol Tomlinson 
 

How can I 
manage this? 



Three Steps for Gaining Access  
to the General Education Curriculum  

for All Learners 

 Analyze the general education curriculum 

 

  Enhance areas of the general education 
curriculum that are poorly designed 

 

 Consider creative ways all students  can 
access the curriculum such as: 

Accommodations 

Adaptations 

Parallel Curriculum 

Overlapping Curriculum 

 

Step 1  

Step 2  

Step 3 



Curriculum Modification 

 

King-Sears (2001)  



The process of Differentiation 



   Planning a Focused Curriculum 

Facts (Columbus cam to the “New World” 

Vocabulary (voyage, scurvy) 

 

Concepts (exploration, change) 

Principles/Generalizations (Change can be both positive and 
negative.  Exploration results in change.  People’s perspectives 
affect how they respond to change). 

 

Skills 

 Basic (literacy, numeracy) 

 Thinking (analysis, evidence of reasoning, questioning) 

 Of the Discipline (graphing/math/social studies) 

 Planning (goal setting; use of time) 

 Social 

 Production 

Means Clarity About 

What Students Should: 

Know 

Understand 

Be Able to Do 

As a Result of a Lesson, Lesson 
Sequence, Unit, and year 



Know-Understand-Do/KUD 

 



 Present essential facts and skills 

 Differentiate by matching learners with 

appropriate activities 

 Provide students with choices in order to 

add depth to learning 

 Provide students with additional resources 

that match their levels of understanding 

 

Basic 
steps 



Universal Design for Learning (Cast, 2017) 

http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl/whatisudl 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGLTJw0GSxk 



 





 



 Flexible grouping/Cooperative learning 

 Flipped classroom 

 Tiered activities/lessons 

 RAFTs 

 Cubing activities 

 Choice boards/menus 

 Centers/Stations 

 Contracts 

 



 Paired instruction 

 Peer-assisted instruction 

 Small group instruction 

 Interest groups 

 Cooperative experts group (jigsaw) 

 

Flexible grouping/Cooperative learning 
 
 



Cooperative Learning Strategies 

Think-Pair-
Share 

Jigsaw 1 

Jigsaw 2 

Project – 
Based 

Learning 



Project – Based learning 



What is 
Tiered 

Instruction? 

When teachers make slight adjustments within the same 

lesson to meet the needs of students. All students learn the 

same fundamental skills and concepts but through varying 

modes and activities. 
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Beginning Intermediate Advanced 

Outcome/ 

Objective 

Students will determine a topic 

and will write a five-sentence 

paragraph with a main idea, 

three supporting sentences, and 

a concluding sentence. 

Students will determine a 

topic, state a point of view, 

and write two paragraphs 

defending that point of view. 

Students will determine a 

topic, state a point of view, and 

write an essay of at least five 

paragraphs that uses multiple 

sources to defend that point of 

view. 

Instruction/ 

Activity 

Students will receive a model of 

a five-sentence paragraph and 

explicit instruction in 

constructing the paragraph. 

As a prewriting activity, students 

will list their topic and develop a 

list of at least three things that 

support their topic. 

Students will receive a 

model of a persuasive essay 

and a graphic organizer that 

explains the construction of 

a persuasive essay.  

Students will also receive 

explicit instruction in writing 

a persuasive essay. 

As a prewriting activity, 

students will use the graphic 

organizer to plan their 

writing. 

Students will review the 

graphic organizer for a 

persuasive essay.  Students 

will be given explicit instruction 

in locating sources and quotes 

for their essays. As a 

prewriting activity, students will 

use the graphic organizer to 

organize their essay.  Students 

will also compile a list of five 

sources that defend their main 

point. 

Assessment Students will be able to write a 

five-sentence paragraph that 

successfully states and 

supports a main idea.  The 

paragraph will meet the criteria 

on the state writing rubric. 

Students will be able to state 

a point of view and 

successfully defend the idea 

using two paragraphs that 

defend the point of view 

using main ideas and 

supporting details.  The 

paragraphs will meet the 

criteria on the state writing 

rubric. 

Students will be able to write a 

five-paragraph essay that 

states a point of view, defends 

the point of view, and uses 

resources to support the point 

of view.  The essay will meet 

the criteria on the state writing 

rubric. 

Tiered Activity – Writing a Persuasive Essay 

4th–6th Grade Classroom 



Multiple entry points 
                                                                      (John Van de Walle, 2001)  

By providing multiple sets of data within one problem, 
students have multiple entry points. 



Cubing 
 Cubing requires students to look at a 

topic from six different angles. 

 

 Cubes can be used as an after-reading 
strategy that requires students to think 
critically about a topic. 



 



Kind of menus 

 MENU: Main Dishes, Side Dishes, and Desserts (for 
younger learners) 

 

 AGENDA: Imperatives, Negotiables, Options (for older 
learners) 

 

 THINK TAC TOE: Complete a row, column or diagonal 
line of activities. 



In a 
Primary 
School 



In a 
Secondary 

School 
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Learning Contract #2 

To demonstrate what I have learned about ____________________, I want to 

_ Write a report 

_ Put on a demonstration 

_ Set up an experiment 

_ Develop a computer presentation 

_ Build a model 

 

 

_ Design a mural 

_ Write a song 

_ Make a movie 

_ Create a graphic organizer or diagram 

_ Other    

This will be a good way to demonstrate understanding of this concept because 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

To do this project, I will need help with 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

My Action Plan is________________________________________________ 

 

The criteria/rubric which will be used to assess my final product is _________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

My project will be completed by this date _____________________________ 

 

Student signature: ________________________________  Date ___/___/___ 

Teacher signature: ________________________________ Date ___/___/___ 





to Differentiate Product 

 





Product possibilities 

 


