
 



 



 
 

Defining inclusive education, key principles and values 

A movement  
with a clear philosophy 

 

“Α dynamic approach of 
responding positively to pupil 
diversity and of seeing individual 
differences not as problems, but as 
opportunities for enriching 
learning.” 

                                          
UNESCO, 2005 

What  is 
 inclusion after 

all? 



Defining Inclusion 
 Inclusion is seen as a process of addressing and responding 

to the diversity of needs of all learners through increasing 
participation in learning, cultures, and communities, and 
reducing exclusion within and from education. 

 

 It involves a range of changes and modifications in content, 
approaches, structures and strategies, with a common 
vision which covers all children of the appropriate age 
range and a conviction that it is the responsibility of the 
regular system to educate all children. 

 

        (UNESCO, 2005; Ainscow 2008; Armstrong et al., 2011)  
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Four key elements of inclusion 

Inclusion is a process 

Inclusion is about the presence, participation 

and achievement of all students 

Inclusion is concerned with the identification and 

removal of barriers and provide “resources to 

support learning and participation” for all 

students  

Inclusion involves a particular emphasis on those groups of 

learners who may be at risk of marginalization, 

exclusion or underachievement. 



 
Inclusion for 

whom? 
 

 

 The term, inclusion, 
particularly in the 

educational setting, is 
still based on a 
deficit view . 

Defining inclusive education, key principles and values 

  Think - Pair 
–Share 



 

INDIVIDUAL/MEDICAL MODEL:  
the problem is located in the individual 



 

SOCIAL MODEL: The problem and solutions are located in the society and 
educational system  



Finally, a slightly changed point of 
view… 
 World Health Organization (WHO) states that 

disability is “the outcome or result of a complex 
relationship between an individual’s health 
conditions and personal factors, and of the 
external factors that represent the circumstances 
in which the individual lives”.  

  

                             WHO, 2001 International Classification 
of Functioning, Disability and Health 

 



The ICF model  
of human functioning, disability and health (WHO,2001) 

 

A multi 
perspective bio-

psychosocial 
approach 



Groups that inclusive education applies 

Ethnic and 
faith 
minority 
groups, 
travelers 

Asylum seekers, 
refugees Children 

with special 
educational 
needs 

Gifted and talented pupils 

Children with social 
difficulties, such as 
street children 

People in 
disadvantaged, 
remote areas 

People who 
missed the 
opportunity to 
study in 
childhood 

Children in need, 
including those 
in public care, 
orphan children 

Children whose families 
are under stress, 
pregnant school girls, 
and teenage mothers 

Any students  at risk 
of disaffection and 
exclusion 



Understanding the Process of Inclusion 



Differences between special, normal, integrated and 
inclusive education  



 

An example of an inclusive school_PARTIAL INCLUSION 



Education 
through 
the 
Inclusion 
Lens 

Barriers 



Where to start of? 
Six ‘ingredients’ for moving practice forward 

 Starting with existing practices and knowledge 
 

 Seeing differences as opportunities for learning 
 

 Scrutinizing barriers to participation 
 

 Making use of available resources to support learning 
 

 Developing a language of practice 
 

  Creating conditions that encourage risk-taking. 

     

      Ainscow, (2000) 



Barriers to learning and participation 

Attitudinal 

Institutional/ 
Economic 

Environmental 



The Index for Inclusion  
 The Index presents the most detailed explanation of 
what an inclusive school should look like (Ainscow, 
2007)  
 
• First published in 2000. It has been distributed to 

26, 000 primary, secondary and special schools 
and local education authorities across England 
 

• Since then it has been adapted for use in many 
other countries and translated into forty  
languages.  

 


